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hlASA Jc1 l’lol,ul\iojl  1 :IIKU:II WY, [’:+lifollli:i  IIl<tilulr of ‘IccIwIw’Y,  I’adt’im Citlilor!li:t

AIIsl Iacl. A SUIIIIII:IIy  of tlm IIlissio])s of tlw S1mcclmIIc  111]:1{’,il]~, l<ad:II-C’  / X-tmtld  Sy]ltlictic
A]r~(LItL> l<; KI:II (SII<-(YX-SAR) is Iuovidcd, itltt{ducitl~ tlIc s]rci:il issue of’.l(il<-l’laIIcIs.

‘1’IIc  l}v[~  1994  flipl)ls  of Ilm SlwclwJIc lllld~iilp,  I<ad;l[ -(’ / X-
lmII{l Sy])lhclic  Alrt[u Ic l<adat (S II:-[YX-SAI;) :Itmld IIIC
S]MUC SIIII([IC liIKlca\wu[  IL.I)JCSCIII a  ]Il;ljot  adv;tlm it) ILIIN)IC
scllsi[l~,  (cctlllolo~,y  fol sludics (If l~l:il)cl;if]’  sul faces. ‘1’IIC SIl<-
(’/X- SAl< sys(ct  II is IIK Ilmst WIV:IIWCC1 ittl:lpil]~ IdaI  SySICIII [o
fly ill ];:ltltl Olt,i(. Syllltlctic :IIICIIIIIL. ld(]al (SAI<) dill;l M’CIL’

sil[llllttlllc(}llsl} lccoldcd  a( Illlcc wa\’clcl]~[tl$  (1 . . . (’-, [III(I X-
lmlKl\;  ?3. S ,  5.8 ald 3.1 ctri, ]cstmlivcly), l}lIJ\,idill~,  (Iw flls[
Illul[i-s}rcllal s]mcctmll]c  SAR (liIIa SCI. III :Kldilioll, 2 d:il:t
auqllisi(ioll Iilmlc was avail ;ltl]c  fol olll:til)ill~, (tic full
I)(,lillilllc(lic Sc:lllclil]p, In:tllix floll] [IIC SIR-(:  ilisllulllcld  :1~ I -
illl(l  C’-l)illl(l  S.

Sll<-(’/X-SAl<  i s  a  coolrt:lti\c cxlwlil]lcl]( twtwccll lIIC
N:l(ioll;ll Aclollilu[ics :IIK1 SIMcc A(llllitlisllitti(~ll ( N A S A ) ,  IIIC
(; CIII):III Sl):lcc ag, cll(’y, 1)(’  UISCIIC’ Ap, cJItu I fiil
l<:l~llllfi\ljt  [tlt[~,clc~clll  lci(cl]  (I) AR A),  al)d IIIC ]taliatl SIMCC
Ap,cIIcy, Apcl]fio SIm~.i:llr l(illiall:l (AS I). S11<-(’  \+f:I~ dC~rCIOIK(l
I)y NASA’S  .Ic(  I’lolmlsiotl  l,iil]~l]ii((ll~r. X-S AI< \vas dc\,ck)Id
I)y (I]c IMll]ict al)d Alcni:l Spwio cot]]t)atlics,  \vi III [IIC
I)culsclm  l;OtSClILIIIF,S{IIIs[2il( fiil 1 xfl - III](I l~;llllllfillll~ (l)] J:)j tll~
IIlilj(ll  }): II II ICI ill sciclm, (l}wtdli(~]ls, ald dal:l l~t(wcssitlg. ‘1’t\c

cxllrtill]cllt ]ll(~vidcs  :111 cvolu[iollaly S(CII ill N A S A ’ S
SII;ICCII(IIIIC  lllw~,ill~,  I<2daI  (SIR) ]11 OfIIiIfII  lli:it  lrF,:III  will,  llIc
SCOWI  SAR  ill  197X,  al]d c(~[l[illucd \\rilll SIKA ill 19S1 ;IIIII
Sll<-11 ill 1984.

‘1’IIU l]]ill[i-l,:lt~[l[lc(cl  ]il(l{\l  itll;l~illp calml,itily (,f  Sll<-(’/X-SAl{

is ulili?ccl  ill a vatic(y  of ~,col~l)ysical alllllica(lolls  ill llIc
l,;IpcIs coril}lild ill IIlis  Slrcial lssuc of .1(il<-1’lntm(s. ‘1’lw
IIl]i{luc  scll\ili\i(y of 1/1(1;11 llllL’k SCilll  C’l 1[) ltlacl(~sc[llc slllf:l(’C
toll~llll  CSS, [()[l(l~,lill)tly  [111(1  SUlf:iC(’ clccllic:ll ]Iloljctlics, :1$
WCII a\ the al I-\\c:iIIKv,  d:ly]]i[’,llt callal~iliiics  of SAI: illl:l~,illp
:IIC ch],](li[~~l  ill s(udic’s  o f  s(l(lc[ulil] p,c(ll(l~,y, SNlfi  Ci:l]

]) IIWCSS(’S, v(~lc;lt]()-tccl(j]lic  lctlaitls, g’lilt’i(llop,y and (1111 (’1
Iol,i{s, ‘1’IIc IClw:ll-]mss  itl(ctfclol]rlty d a t a  Scls acquilcd  by
sll<-(’/X-SAl< :IIC used to pcIK’Ialc dig,il;(]  lolmpttlldlic dala :IIKl
1’(II dclcc(iol]  of dcfolll!:tlioll alId O(llci cll:lll~,cs ill sulfil~~
Cllill:lCIC  liS[i  CS. ln):lp,illg  l:id:il IIzis Iwcotl,c  [III illl]lol(:illl
tclllo(c sct}sitj~ tool  1’01 pl[{tlclaty s t u d i e s ,  will) ck(ctjsivc
otl~il:ll  (l;Ila altcady  c(lllc(’lc(l  a t  Vcl  Ius (N’lap,clldll, V(’ll C’la,
I’iollcci) atI(l ])lat  ItIc(l fol S21u III’s ]tlooli ‘1’ilatl dlllil]f, II]c
ulm~tllillg {llssilli ]Ilissiml. 111 addiliotl, }t[lllll-t)asc(l Iil(l[ll

Syslclils alc lwill~,  uwd  cxlcl]sivcly  10 olmIvc IIw s~llf~lccs of
Ilw  lcllcsllidl plands, icy salcllilcs ald sII1211 solal syslcl II
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